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Organized chronologically, the aerial photographs that make up this extraordinary collection chart

the development of the capital of Colombia over a period of 50 years, from 1935 to 1985. The

explosive growth of the city, both formally and informally, transformed it from a provincial town of

only 300,000 to the hypnotic megacity it became by the end of the century, when its population

hadÂ reachedÂ seven million. With a focus on the urban and architectural transformations, this

collection of photos serves as visual testimony that progress can come with costs as well as

benefits.Â Organizadas cronolÃ³gicamente, las fotografÃ­as aÃ©reas que conforman esta

extraordinaria colecciÃ³n trazan el desarrollo de la capital colombiana en el medio centenar de

aÃ±os que transcurre entre 1935 y 1985. Se observa aquÃ­ el vertiginoso crecimiento, formal e

informal, que se da entre una ciudad provinciana, que apenas se acerca a las 300 mil almas, y la

alucinante urbe de finales de siglo, que ya se aproxima a losÂ siete millones de habitantes. Con un

enfoque en las transformaciones urbanas y arquitectÃ³nicas, estaÂ colecciÃ³n de fotosÂ sirve

cÃ³mo testimonio visual de que el progreso supone costos asÃ­ como beneficios.
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BenjamÃ­n Villegas is an architect, a graphic designer, and an editor devoted to the study and

preservation of Colombian culture. He is the editor of Casa Columbiana, Botero en el Museo

Nacional de Colombia, and Colombia from the Air. Luis ColÃ³n Llamas is an associate professor

and a researcher at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia. He served as the director of the

Museum of BogotÃ¡ from 2003 to 2007.
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